KQNZITANTINOZ KOYKIAHZ
O Apwag TTou apvABNKE va TTapadwoel T onuaia oToug MNeppavoug

Otav ptmkav ol l'epuavoi otnv ABrva, 27 Ampidiou 1941, n TTPWTN TOUG
douAeid ATav va oTeilouv €va amméoTTaopua utrd Tov Aoxayo MAKouTT Kal Tov
utrohoxayo ‘EAovITG yia va kateBdoel Tn MaAavoAeukn atrd tov lepd Bpdyxo
NG AKPOTTOANG Kal va uywwoel Tn ofdoTika. O1 Ieppavoi avTikpifouv oTo
aKpaio onueio ToU Bpdyxou TG AKPOTTOANG TTOU 8e0TTOlel THG TTOANG, TNV
yaAavoAeukn onuaia Tmou 6' avrikaraoTaBei ammd Tov ayKuAwTtd ataupd. H
€BVIK N Znuaia pe TO PeydA o aTaupd oTnv PECN AGUTTEI KOl TA XPWHATA TNG
ToviCouv kal TovifovTal ato Tov MapBevwva.

Ekei omnv Béon KaMiBéa, oTo avatoAiké onueio Tou lepolu Bpdyxou o
ETMIKEPAANG TOU aTTOOTTAOUATOG {NTNOE aTTO TOV €UCWVO TTOU PPOUPOUCE TN
onuaia pag va Tnv karefdcel kar va tnv Tapadwaoel. O amAdg autog
@avTapog, 6tav oTig 8:45 10 TTpwi £€PBacav PTTPOOTA TOU Ol KATAKTNTEG TNG
XWPOAG POG K a PE TO OAKTUA 0 oTnv OKavddAn Twv TTOAPBOAwY TOug, TOV
diktagav va kateRdoel To EBvIKG pag ouuBoAo dev £0¢1Ee Kavéva auvaiodbnua.

The IMMOeTAL Fyvmst

Agv TTpOdwoe TNV TpIKUPia TNG wuxng Tou. Wuxpdg, ATeykrog K al ammopaciopévos.. amAd apvidnke! O1 wpeg NG
TTEPICUAAOYAG, TTOU POVOG TOU €ixe TrepAael OITTAA oTnv onuaia, Tov gixav odnyAoel otn PeydAn amégaaon..."OXI"!
Auté povdxa TTpogepe kal TiTote GAa Mia atrAf Aén, pe moon Opwg TePAoTIa onuacia ka agia. H EAnvikA
peyoAoouvn. O e0Cwvag TUAIXTNKE PE TN onuaia, £Tpe€e wg TNV AKpn Tou lepol Bpdxou Kal uTrpog oTa PATIa Twv
eMBPOVINTWY Mepuavwv pixTNKe P' Eva OAATO aTOV YKPEUO, Ba@ovTag To €BVIKO pag GUPBOAO e TO TiHIO aiya.

H yeppavik oTpaTiwTIKh dioiknan ABnvwv uttoxpéwaoe Tnv TTPOJOTIKN KuBEépvnan TooAdkoyAou va Onuocieloel
oTtov TUTTO avakoivwaorn, CUP@WVaA PE TNV OTToia 0 @POoUPOS TNG onuaiag Pag, UtréoTn EU@Paypa atrd TNV ouykivnon
oétav Tou ¢NTrBNKE va TNV TTOPAdWOEL.

‘Opwg o1 aTPATIWTES KI Ol ETTIKEPAANG TOU YEPHUAVIKOU OTTOCTIACHUATOG €iXav GUYKAOVIOTE AT’ auTtd TToU €idav Kal Ogv
KpAatnoav 1o oTéua Toug KAEIoTO. 271 9 louviou n €idnon dnuooieuBnke otnv DAILY MAIL pe Titho: "A Greek
carries his flag to the death" (Evag ‘EAAnvag @épel TNV onuaia Tou £wg Tov 8avaro).
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Ever since May 1941, a story has existed that a young Evzone his death. The story was first reported in the Press in the Daily
soldier on guard duty at the flagpole that day, Konstantinos Mail of June 9, 1941, having been submitted by its Cairo corre-
Koukidis, rather than surrender the Greek flag to the Germans, spondent who stated that ‘the story has just reached me
instead wrapped himself in it and jumped off the Acropolis to  through Greek channels’.

DAILY MAIL

H Buacia Tou 'EAANva oTpatiwTn €yive airia va ekdoBei diatayr amd Tov [epuavée @poUpapyx0 VO UWWVETAL KAl N
gAMnvik onuaia ditrAa o1n vepuaviky. Méxpr piv amd Ay a xpévia, ek & ota Ava@iwTIKa K dTw atmd Tov lepd
Bpdyxo, ouocav akOpa autoTITeG PAPTUPEG, TTou €idav To TTAAANKAPI VO YKPEPOTOOKICETAI UTTPOOTA OTA UATIA TOUG
TUAIyuévo pe Tnv FahavoAeukn Kai k@Be xpdvo, oTo pvnuoouve Tou aTig 27 ATTpiAiou, denvav Ta dAKpUd Toug va
KUAAOOUV OTNn JVAuN TOu.

Oudeig evdiagépBnke TTOTE va KaTaypawel TNV papTupia toug. Kwvotavtivog Koukidng eival T dvoua Tou €ulwvou

(kaTd pia GAAnN ammown ATav 17xpovog véog TG E.O.N. «EBvik Opydvwoig NeoAaiag»). KwvoTtaviivog Koukidng
eival T dvopa autou Tou EAAHNA kai 0TOAr Tou n Znpaia pag.
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http://ioannismetaxas.gr/efimerides/%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%98%C3%8E%C2%97%C3%8E%C2%9D%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9A%C3%8E%C2%91%20%C3%8E%C2%9D%C3%8E%C2%95%C3%8E%C2%91%2028%C3%8E%C2%B7%20%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%A0%C3%8E%C2%A1%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9B%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9F%C3%8E%C2%A5%201941.pdf
http://ioannismetaxas.gr/efimerides/%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%98%C3%8E%C2%97%C3%8E%C2%9D%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9A%C3%8E%C2%91%20%C3%8E%C2%9D%C3%8E%C2%95%C3%8E%C2%91%2028%C3%8E%C2%B7%20%C3%8E%C2%91%C3%8E%C2%A0%C3%8E%C2%A1%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9B%C3%8E%C2%99%C3%8E%C2%9F%C3%8E%C2%A5%201941.pdf

KAgote KI autov Tov €BvopdpTupa OTNV WUxr O0G K T OTOUuG GAAQUG.
Amraiteiote va y pa@Tei T dvoud Tou ota oxoAIkd BIBAia Tng loTopiag. WiBupioTe
1o, €0Tw Kal BouBd, péoa cag, KABe @opd TTOU QVTIKPICETE Tn onuaia pag.
Meite ota TTaAIdIG 0ag OT auTr n onuaia, éxel PBuldgel Totapoug €AAnVIKoU
aipaTog, yio va MPTTopel ayépwyn va  KUMATICel TNV TIMA Kal TRV agloTTpETTeld
Mag. Apaye TI oxéon PTTOPEl va uTtdpyel JETAEU autou Tou TTAAIKApIOU KAl TwWV
OUYXPOVWV EQIOATWV TTOU K dve Tnv onuaia pog, aAAd K d auTwy TIOU TO

emrpémouv; To pvnueio Tou Hpwa Kwvotavrivou Koukidn oto onpio mrou
Bprike npwik6 Bdvaro.

Ekto¢ amd T10 Onuocicupa tng Daily Mail, o 16T€ apyiemmiokoTmog ABnvwWwv
XpuoavBog €éypage oTa armmopvnuovelpatd Ttou : « O ‘EANV @poupds Tng
EANVIKAG Znuaiag €T TNG AKPOTTOAewG, PN BeAfcag va TTapacTei PAPTUG TOU
BAIBEpOU BeAUATOG TNG AVOPTHOEWG £IG TOV I0TOV, TNG EXOPIKAG ONUaiag, Opunoev
€K TNG AKPOTTOAEwS KpnUvIoBeic kaTepovelbn. EkdBnoa oTo ypageio pou
TrePIAUTTOC PEXPI BavaTou Kal dAKPUWV».

O Bperavdg 1oTopikdg Nicholas Hammond (1907 — 2001), ka®nyntig Tou
Kéutrpit¢, aglwpatikog Edikwv Emixeiprioewv Kalpou katd tTnv Karoxr, ypaoel
XOPAKTNPIOTIKG :

e

« Tnv 27n AtrpiAiou 1941, Aiyo TTpoToU xapdéel, OAa Aoav KAeioTd. ToTte éuaba oTi ol Meppavoi diETagav To PPoupd
(evv. TNG onuaiag) Tng AKPOTTOAEwWS va KaTeRdoel To EANVIKGO ZuuBolo. MNpdyuaTi, €Keivog, PETA TNV UTTOOTOAN,
TUAIXONKE PE QUTAV KAl QUTOKTOVNOE TTEQTOVTAG ATTd TOV BPAX0.»

KQNZITANTINOZ KOYKIAHZ — O OpuAikéc MpwTtoc oTnv Eupwtrn AvrioTao1ako¢ Katd Twv Nadli KatakTtntwy
«APITONAYTHX» ap.@UuAAou 148 3 AtrpiAiou 2004

“To Bapog Twv oToixeiwv utrodnAwvel 611 0 Koukidng - 611010
OTOAN Kal av Qopouce - ATaV Eva TTPAYHATIKO TTPOCWTTO Kal OTI
n 1oTopia TNG autokToviag eival auBevTikA.MoANoi auToTITEG
MApPTUPEG €idav TO CWUA TOU va TTEQTEI atmd Ta Bpdyia Kal va
avatravetal otnv 000 OpacuUAou, OTToU KATTOTE UTTHPXE
pvnueio yia Tn Buaia Tou. O1 pdptupeg Aéve OTI Tov £Bahav a€
éva KAPOTOI PETAPOPAG TTAYOU Kal TOV £0UPAV YIa va TOQPE OTO
TIPWTO VEKPOTAPEio TNG ABrvag, Ox1 PakpId. TETOIO ATAV TO
Opapatikd aAAd TatTeivd TEAOG TOU TEAEUTAIOU fpwa TNG GUUVAG

D E F E N c E AN D - Kal TG TITwaong NG EAAGdag”. **
FA L L OF G R E E c E @oukidis Took Down the Nazi Flag from the Acropolis

“The weight of evidence suggests that koukidis - whatever the
uniform he was wearing - was a real person, and that the
suicide story is authentic. several eyewitnesses saw his body
tumbling down the rocks to come to rest on Thrasyllou street,
where a monument to his sacrifice once stood. The witnesses
say he was put in a ice cart and trundled to a burial in Athens
first cemetery not far away. such was the dramatic yet humble
end of the last hero of the defence and fall of greece.” **
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magic, a white Sunderland roared up from the south, settling on the water.
‘Now what are you going to do?’ the prince asked Wilson.

‘I’ll do what a lot of generals in history have done before me,” ‘Jumbo’
replied. ‘I’ll sit on my suitcases.’

Prince Peter was the last to get on board the Sunderland, after he and
Smith Dorrien broke up and burned their car to keep it out of German hands.
Seventy-five men were crammed into the flving boat’s cavernous fuselage
and the pilot was wondering how he could get airborne. The prince stretched
out on the floor under the chain-smoking Maniadakis’ feet, and at once fell
asleep, oblivious to the soft rain of cigarette ash falling on his face. The pilot
waited until nightfall to take off, but Heywood, looking through a window,
saw German units coming down the road from Argos. The Sunderland’s
growling engines turned over slowly so as not to attract the enemy’s attention,
moving the great flying boat fifteen miles out to sea. There it waited until
5.00 am, when the pilot pushed forward the throttles and the heavily-loaded
Sunderland ploughed a large distance through the choppy waves before finally
lifting off. Even then, the flying boat flew almost at wave-top height, its
fuselage groaning under the strain, touching down at Souda Bay in Crete at
6.45 am. ‘There was never a more welcome sight,’ Peter wrote.*®

Almost at the same hour, in the early morning of 27 April, the first German
columns of the 6th Mountain Division appeared in the northern outskirts
of Athens. The columns rumbled down deserted Kifissias Avenue — the same
road up which Grazzi had driven to deliver his ultimatum to Metaxas a
mere six months before to the day — and into the city where a capitulation
committee headed by a mere army corporal waited at the junction of Kifissias
and Alexandras Avenue with orders to let the Germans through after a token
halt. Within a few minutes the German lieutenant colonel in charge of the
advance guard had received the formal surrender of Athens, and the lead
motorcyclists continued down Vassilissis Sophias, towards the centre, the
growl of the engines echoing off the faces of the upscale apartment blocks of
Ambelokipi and Kolonaki. One eyewitness said the German riders ‘looked
neither to the left or the right, sitting upright, like conquerors’.zg Few were
about. The Athenians, numb with defeat, shut themselves up in their homes.
The lead column turned left at Syntagma Square, in the shadow of the Grande
Bretagne Hotel and headed down Amalias Avenue towards the Acropolis. At
8.45 am a guard detachment under a Captain Jacobi walked up through the
Propylaia and past the Parthenon to where the Greek flag was fluttering on
the eastern parapet of the Acropolis overlooking the city centre. Jacobi had
orders to haul the flag down and replace it with the swastika. And here is
where the final dramatic act in the fall of Greece is caught up in the mist of
romantic legend.
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It was reported, by both German and Greek sources, that Jacobi approached
the Greek guard on duty at the Acropolis, a soldier named Constantine
Koukidis, and ordered him to take down the Greek flag on the eastern parapet
so that it could be replaced with the swastika. Koukidis refused. Jacobi then
ordered a German soldier to do the deed, which he did, handing the flag over
to Koukidis. Within seconds, before anyone could react, Koukidis wrapped
himself in the flag, ran to the parapet and jumped to his death 60m below.

So far, there is general agreement. But just who Constantine Koukidis
was has been surprisingly controversial. Most accounts say he was an Evzone
guard. Yet recent research has turned up no mention of his name in the
Evzone rolls. This has suggested to some that Koukidis never really existed.
The Cairo correspondent of the Daily Mail, reporting the story on 9 June
1941, mentions merely ‘a Greek soldier’ and is vague on sources. As by the
time the Germans entered Athens the Greek army had ceased to exist as
a command organization, what would an Evzone on active duty be doing?
Others claim that Koukidis was not in fact a soldier but a member of the
fascist EON National Youth Organization whose duties included guarding
the Acropolis. It was in his EON uniform that he leapt to his death wrapped
in the flag, and his true identity was hushed up in the politically-correct anti-
fascist post-war years."

The weight of evidence suggests that Koukidis — whatever the uniform
he was wearing — was a real person, and that the suicide story is authentic.
Several eyewitnesses saw his body tumbling down the rocks to come to rest
on Thrasyllou Street, where a monument to his sacrifice now stands. The
witnesses say he was put in an ice-cart and trundled to a burial in Athens’
First Cemetery not far away. Such was the dramatic yet humble end of the
last hero of the defence and fall of Greece.



